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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


THE ADDRESS OF THE BISHOP, TO THE ANNUAL CONVENTION, OF THE 
DIOCESE OF SOUTH-CAROLINA, DELIVERED FEB. 22d, 1844. 
Brethren of the Clergy and Laity :— 


In obedience to a Canon* of our Church, “the affairs of the Diocese since 
the last meeting of the Convention,” are now tobe made known to you. 

Twenty Canonical visits have been made, viz: to the Church of the Messiah ; 
Prince George’s, Winyaw; All Saint’s, Waccamaw; Prince Frederick's; 
St. John’s, Berkley; St. Thomas; Grace Church, Camden; Claremont; St. 
Mark’s, Clarendon; St. David's; Trinity, Society Hill; St. Joltin’s, Winus- 
borough ; Grace Church, Sallivan’s Island ; Trinity, Edgefield; Trinity, Abbe- 
ville; St. Matthew's; Trinity, Columbia; St. Philip’s, Charleston: St. James, 
James Island, and St. Peters. 

Twenty-six informal visitst have been made, viz: to St. John’s, Hamp- 
stead, three times; St. Stephen's, Charleston, six times; Pineville; St. Paul's, 
Radclifleborough, twice; St. Paul's, Summerville, three times; Trinity, Co- 
lumbia ; St. Philip's, Bradford Springs; Claremont; St. Michael's, twice ; St. 


Thaddeus’, Aiken, four times; Grace, Sullivan's Island, twice. At some of 


these visits, the children were catechized ; and baptism was administered to 1] 
infants and 3 adults; most of the baptisms at which 1 officiated are recorded in 
the Register of St. Philip’s Church, Charleston. ‘Three hundred and thirteen 
persons have been confirmed, viz: of the Church of the Messiah, 4; All 
Saia’s, 83; Prince Frederick's, 1; St. John's, Berkley, 36; St. John’s, 
Hampstead, 5; St. Paul’s, Summerville, 3; Grace, Camden, 33; Claremont, 
25; St. Mark’s, 10; St. David's, 8; St. John’s, Winnsborough, 1; Grace, Sul- 
livan’s Island, 4; Trinity, Edgefield, 7; Trinity, Abbeville, 4; St. Philip’s, 
Charleston, 18; Christ Church, 4; St. Stephen’s, 7; St. Michael's, 11; St. 
Paul’s, Radcliffeborough, 5; St. Peter’s, 8; Trinity, Columbia, 22; St. Mat- 
thew’s, 4. 

Six persons have been received as candidates for orders, viz: William H. 
Hanckel, James Maxwell Pringle, Elijah H. Downing, Alexander Gregg, 
Benjamin Johnson, and Charles C. Adams. ; 

The whole number of candidates is fourteen, (eight having been named in 
former addresses, viz: Messrs. I. G. Drayton, C. L. Johnson, J. 8S. Richardson, 
Jr, J. R. Fell, L. F. Klepstein, N. Hyatt, W. O. Prentiss, T. Fuller, Jr.) 
Two, Messrs. C. L. Johnson, and W. H. Hanckel, are at our Theological 
Seminary. The others are pursuing their studies under * the superintendance 


> 


of the Ecclesiastical authority * in conformity to Canon X. of 1832. 








* The VIII. Cgnon of 1841. 
+F or particulars as to the visits, see Gospel Messenger from time to time. 
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Four persons have been ordained, viz: the Rev. J. H. Cornish, F. Beekman 
Lee, J. W. Miles, and 8. Mellichamp, who were admitted to the order of 
Priests. 

Seven changes in the location of our Ministers have taken place, viz: the 
Rev. E. Reed has resigned the Rectorate of Trinity Church, Edgefield, and, | 
have been informed, thongh uot officially, was ele cted Rector of * Holy Trini- 
ty,” Grahamville. 

The Rev. N. B. Tillinghast has presented a ‘letter’ transferring him from 
the Diocese of Virginia, andthe same has been * accepted” by me. He 
has been elected, as | nave been duly informed, the Rector of Trinity Church, 
Society Hill. 

The Rev. A. H. Cornish has presented a letter transferring him from the 
Diocese of New-York, and the same has been *acce pted” by me. He has 
beeu elected the Rector of ‘Trinity, Abbeville, and the notice, having been re- 
ceived fromthe Vestry and Wardens, it has been transmitted, as has also that 
in relation to Rev. Mr. Tillinghast, to the Secretary of the Convention, in 
conformity to Canon XXX. 

The Reg. J. H. Cornish has been officiating during the summer as Mission- 
ary of the ** Advanceme ut Society,” at Sullivan’s Island. 

The Rev. C. P. Elliott, late Missionary at Sullivan’s Island, has been the 
Missionary of the same Society during the summer in Spartanburgh District. 

The Rev. R. D. Shindler, late Missionary in Spartanburgh, isthe Mission- 
ary of the same Society in Chester and York Districts, where ke has been 
since Ma 

The Rev. J. W. Miles, late Minister of St. David’s, Cheraw, is the Mission- 
ary of “the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society” of our Church to 
Mesopot: imia, or more properly, as the matter is understood by me, one of the 
three delegates to the branch of **the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church” in 
that region. ‘The flock at Cheraw had for a time the useful services of the Rev. 
A. Ford, of Florida, but ill bealth compelled his resignation. 

The Rev. Henry Elwell, of Florida, has, | understand, recently entered on 
the charge of this congregation. 

The Rev. E. T. Walker, of Georgia, has, 1 understand, now the charge of 
the congregation at Wilton. 

One Church h s been consecrated, viz: ** St. Thaddeus” at Aiken. In this 
beautiful edifice, provided by the liberality chiefly of an individual, divine ser- 
vice has been held (with a single exception) on each Lord’s day, also on Christ- 
mas day, aud ** the Festival of the Circumcision” by Clergymen from distant 
Parishes—the founder of the Church having met the expense of their journey 
to and from Aiken on the Rail- Road. 

Eight persons have been examined for Holy Orders—the whole number of 
examinations has been ten. 

On eleven occasions various services were held forthe class of servants on 
plantations: at North Santee; Waccamaw; Lower St. John’s, Berkley; St. 
Thowas’; Upper St. Johu’s, Berkley ; Wateree, and at Aiken. Of the whole 
number confirmed, 151 were of thatclass. In addition to what was suggested in 
former addresses, in relation to their religious benefit; their generally noticed lik- 
ing of Church music induces me to suggest the expediency of their being taught 
to Chant. It is believed that this mode of singing is more easily acquired, in its 
least complicated form, and will be more geuerally approved by them, than any 
other. 

The School founded by our body, has been frequently visited. Once a week, 
there bas been in it religious instruction and devotional exercises, conducted by 
one of our Clergy, ttaking my turn, and also being present, and assisting at 
the semi-annual examinations. The report of the Committee, which will be 
before you, renders it unuecessary for me to say more, than that continued 
confidence in the capability and fidelity of the worthy Principal is cherished by 


me. 
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I may be permitted to add that the encouragement, which might reasonably 
have been expected, (both as to contributions to meet the tuition money of the 
beneficiaries, and as to parents giving it a preference to other schools,) has not 
been extended to this institution. 

“The Charge tothe Clergy,” which in Canon XXVII. is declared to be 
«deemed proper,” was delivered on Monday, (Feb. 13,) after the adjournment 
of our last Convention, and by request of the few Clergymen who heard it, has 
been published, and copies placed where they could be had, by any Clergyman 
who applied for it. Aiea 

The quarterly meetings, and an extra meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
our “ Advancement Society,” so designated, (but it might very properly be 
denominated our ** Church Society,""* the Bishop being ex-oflicio President, and 
the Charter, and Constitutioa, and By-Laws, all recognizing Church prinei- 
ples,) have been attended by me. The annnal report of this old institution, to 
which, under God, the Diocese owes a large debt of gratitude for judicious, 
efficient, and liberal action in sustaining and extending its principles and usages, 
will soon be printed, and confirm its claim to your faver, and intercessions with 
the Almighty, who alone can ensure its stability, prosperity, and more and 
more usefulness. Letthe means be provided, either by contributing to this 
Society, or to the Diocesan Missionary fund, and you may yet have the satis- 
faction of knowing that there is at least one Minister of our Church in each 
District¢ of our State—that the Prayer Book is in the hands of every one of 
our community who is willing to receive it; and that no youth of proper charac- 
ter, who desires to devote himself to the sacred office, is prevented by the 
poverty of his parents. For ‘the Advancement of Christianity in South- 
Carolina,” by such channel as he or she may prefer, whatis to prevent, every 
member of the Church, without exception, young and old, poor and rich, con- 
tributing a stated sum annually, or monthly, or weekly, as may best suit con- 
venience—let it be from the least able one cent a week—from the more able 
one-tenth of the tenth, which the common cause of promoting the glory of 
God, and the welfare spiritual and temporal of our fellow men, may justly 
claim fromtheir tncome, aud the aggregate would teil in bringing the Gospel 
in due season, tothe door of cach one of the ha!) million of inhabitants in 
this land of our fathers, our affections—of our « .n household, which has 
the first claiin on our sympathies, our alms, and our prayers. 

The semi-annual meetings of the Executive Committee of **the Charleston 
Protestant Episcopal Female Domestic Missionary Society,” were attended by 
me. Any one who examines the Constitution of this Society, will be satisfied 
that it is truly **a Church” Society. The excellent ladies who founded and 
manage it, would be satisfied with ne other. Our two Chapels for the poor, (in 
and near Charleston,) emmineutly useful, and almost indispensable to prevent 
our indigent fellow members, from wandering to other folds, are chiefly sus- 
tained, by the etforis, zealous and coustaut, of this valuable Society, and if its 
resources Were in proportion to its merits, we might have in Charleston and its 
suburbs, just as many Chapels as could be filled by the sojeurners, and the poor 
of every caste and color. 

On ‘Tnesday, in Whitsun-week, I presided at the Anniversary of * the Epis- 
copal Female Bible, Prayer Book and Tract Society,” a useful auxiliary to 
our * Advancement Society,” which makes uo other claim on the time of the 
Bishop, besides that just mentioned, and to submit for his approval the ‘Tracts 
which they distribute. lt is a well regulated, well managed, and useful So- 
ciety, and is augmenting its usefulness by applyiug is resources more and more, 
to the dissemination of “the Book of Common Prayer,” with which no book 

ft is intended to suggest, and it may now 


of human origin can be compared, ' 
be done, that as soon as they can be had, copies of the Bible, with the marginal 








* See Journal of the Convention for 1513, last page. 
+ In 17 of the Districts there is one Minister, or more than one. In 12 there is not one. 








The Bishop’s Address. {March, 


translations, as printed **by the command of King James Ist,” should be ex- 
clusively circulated. The Bibles in current use have not those marginal trans- 
lations, which the translators inserted to signify, that they were in doubt as to 
the preferable English word or phrase—the marginal translation therefore is of 
equal authority with that in the text.* 

The Anniversary of ** the Society for the relief of the Widows and Orphans 
of the Clergy” of the Diocese was attended by me. It continues to be fostered 
by a generous laity, who for more than seventy years,+ by providing a stipend 
for the persons named, testified that they esteemed the Ministers of their Lord 
‘*very highly in love for their work’s sake.” 

Ou Whitsun ‘Tuesday, and again on Thanksgiving day, I was present at 
* Evening Prayer,” and the delivery of an address to the children of our con- 
gregations in the city, and suburbs—a custom of long standing, which is be- 
lieved to be useful both tothe young, and to their parents, sponsors and teachers. 

On the 10th April, afier “* Evening Prayer,” at St. Stephen’s Chapel, there 
was a meeting of Clergymen and Laymen—members of the ** Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society’? of our Church, convened to take measures for 
providing support for the Rev. Mr. J. W. Miles, who had signified an earnest 
desire to be associated, or a **co-adjutort” with the Rev. Mr. Southgate, as Mis- 
sionary to the Chureh in Mesopotamia—a Church represented to be sound as 
to order, faith, and worsbip, but, suflering from poverty, oppression, and various 
causes, in danger of becoming heretical, schismatical, or extinct, I presided 
at this meeting, for although | prefer, and think it my duty to say so, missions 
to the Christians without pastors, and the heathen, a large mass, within our 
country, | have no ebjection to a mission, or more properly a delegation to a 
sister Chureh, under the very peculiar circumstances which were said to affect 
the Church in Mesopotamia, and having at the same time great confidence in 
the character, and not a little moved, by the appeal of the excellent Clergyman 
who instituted, and I supposed was to be atthe head of the Mission for the re- 
lief. through their proper Ecclesiastical authorities, of the Church in the coun- 
try, which has been named. 

“In obedience to Canon II. of 1841, letters have been addressed by me to the 
three Clergymen who have been absent from the Diocese for more than two 
years. 

A Canonical reply has been received from two of them, the Rev. Mr. Allston 
Gibbes, and the Rev. J. W. Chandler. 

“The Charleston Gospel Messenger and Protestant Episcopal Register,” 
has monthly occupied a portion of my time. Our late revered Bishop in the 
prospectus dated August 26th, 1823, (the first number appeared in January, 
1824.) remarks—* ‘he members of this Southern portion of the Church with- 
** out a publication of the kind, are liable either to be misinformed, or to remain 
** wninformed, and unaffected as they should be, concerning religious things,” 
and in the address by one of the first Editors (the Rev. Dr. Dalcho,) we read 
* this publication is designed to contain—the proceedings of Conventions and 
** Societies connected with the Church, and generally, every thing relating to 
‘* the interest, or explanatory of the faith and worship of the Protestant E pis- 
* copal Church. We will not pretend to assert that we are so entirely abstract- 
‘ed from partial feeling, that we have no higher regard for one Church than 
* for another. No—we have a decided preference. We conscientiously believe 
‘*them (the distinctive characteristics of our venerable Church,) to be founded 
‘©on the laws of divine truth, and upon Apostolical practice. The expression of 


* It is understood, that this proper English version ts about to be republished in Pemnsyl- 
vania. 

t The Society founded in 1762, consisted at first of Clergymen only, but in 1771, Laymen 
became members of it, and they are now the great majority. 

t Report of the Committee—‘‘ Christ sent forth his disciples in pairs,” page 2—* I propose 
to join Mr. Southgate at his station,” page 5, 
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‘‘ these sentiments, we are aware will expose us to the exclamation of the lati- 
“ tudinarian: *O this is Sectarian.’”  ** Christianity itself was so calle d in the 
« days of Tertullus, when it was known as the ‘Sect of the Nazarenes. 

It is a special object of this monthly Magazine to preserve important docu- 
meuts—relating to the Diocese of South-Cerolina. Yo secure the fulfilment 
of the provision, in Canon XLVIIL., Section 2, as to the admission of Minis- 
ters among us, some such publication, under the Ecclesiastical authority, seems 
necessary. 

It being one of my consecration vows * to be ready to drive away and ban- 
ish from the Chureli all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God's 
word”—and having reason to apprehend that the doctrine of ** three orders of 
Ministers, in Christ’s Church,” is misunderstood by some of our members, and 
deeming it unnecessary as well as inexpedient, to publish any thing new on a 
subject which has been so thoroughly discussed, it yet has appeared to me pro- 
per, to recommend the perusal of so much of the great work of Hooker as 
treats of it, or ** Slater's Original Draught of the Primitive Church,” or the book 
entitled ** Episcopacy Examined and re-examined.” 

The doctrine so plainly set forth in our Catechism ; in the second in- 
vocation in our Litany ; in the “General Thanksgiving ;” in “ the Prayer 
of Consecration,” at the Holy Communion; and in our 3lst Article, 
viz: that “God the Son redeemed all mankind,” it appears to me is 
also misunderstood by seme, if it be not virtu: ally denied, and therefore, 
being unwilling to help, in any degree, to revive a controversy on this 
or any other subject, I feel it my duty to recommend to diligent perusal 
“Comparative Views of the controversy between the Calvinists and 
Arminians,” by Bishop White, (of which the learned author with his 
characteristic modesty is said to have remarked, “?f he had ever writ- 
ten any thing worth reading it was ¢hat’’)—and also, the Primary charge 
of the Bishop of Western New-York, “ on the extent of redemption.’’* 

There is another doctrine, plainly set forth in the offices for Baptism 
and Confirmation, in the Catechism, and in the XX VIIth of our Articles, 
viz: that Baptism i is “the washing of regeneration’ t—(Titus iii. 5,) 
which it seems to me is also misunderstood, if not denied. On this also, 
there has been much controversy, but the candid Churchman will be sat- 
isfied with the exposition of our standard authors on the Catechism— 
the offices for Baptism, and the Articles. In this connexion I name 
Bishop Brownell’s Family Prayer Book, and Bishop Hobart’s Compa- 
nion for the Book of Common Prayer,{ also Hooker, as works elucidat- 
ing the subject ; vindicating it from misapprehension, and especially, 
establishing its authority by “ Holy Scripture and ancient authors,” 
The occasion is embraced, to recommend for a Family Library the Com- 
mentary, recommended by the House of Bishops to candidates for 
orders, viz : Patrick, Lowth, Whitby,§ and Lowman, on the Old and New 
Testaments, and Arnold on the Apocry pha,|| ov, Mant and Doyley’s Com- 





* In the volume of Sermons by the late Bishop Griswold, the C ‘alvinitic theory is contro- 
verted. 

t The word “ regeneration’’ occurs twice only in Holy Scripture, in Matt. xix. 28, when 
it obviously refers either to the resurrection, or to the whole Christian dispensation, and in 
Titus iii. 5, where it can mean nothing else but baptism. 

t Page 56. 

§ The English Edition is costly, but proposals for an American Edition have been issued. 
The latest English Edition contains Lowman. 

| See in Appendix to Whitney ‘a Discourse concerning the imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness,”” &c., in which that much misunderstood doctrine is properly explained. 
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mentary, republished, under the direction of Bishop Hobart ; also, Stan- 
hope on the Epistles and Gospels*—in all these works the views of our 
Church as to doctrine, duty and discipline, are fully set forth. Surely it 
is time for the members of our Communion to prefer such Commenta- 
ries to those, which, however excellent, keep out of view, or impugn 
principles and usages, which the consistent Churchman regards as most 
surely to be believed and practised. 

[t must not be inferred from any remarks now made, that the state of 
the Diocese is at all otherwise than calm and peaceful; and you will 
permit me to remark that it will continue to be so, if Christian princi- 
ples continue to govern each member, Clerical and Lay—?he principle 
of each one remaining in his proper sphere, and not shooting out into 
the sphere of his brother—the principle of respecting motives, howe- 
ver much actions may be mutually disapproved—the principle of speak- 
ing of the subject, if there be occasion, but as little as possible of the 
mover in it—the principle of preferring to state the truth, rather than 
to expose the error—that is of teaching by the didactic or declaratory, 
rather than by the polemic, or controversial method: principles which 
are thus taught in Holy Scripture,—‘ Let none of you suffer asa 
‘* busy body in other men’s matters.” ‘“ Now them that are such we ex- 
“ hort—that with quietness they work.” ‘* Study to be quiet, and to do 
“ your own business’ —* our rule—not to boast in another man’s line! 
“ Charity is kind—thinketh no evil—hopeth all things, doth not behave 
* itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked—rejoiceth 
“ not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth.’’f 

If we lay aside these principles, or depart from them ina greater de- 
gree than we yet have—if the Layman or Lay-woman assume the office 
of the Minister, or the Deacon that of the Priest, or the Priest that of the 
Bishop, or the Bishop that of the Counci, or of the cxspired teacher ; 
or of the chief Shepherd and Bishop, who is uone other than our as- 
cended Lord—if we indulge in questioning motives—in censorious- 
ness—in charges of heterodoxy—in party names—in epithets, which 
prove nothing but the bad feeling of those who originated and use 
them—in controversial warfare, of which there is little need since all 
the great questions have been thoroughly discussed, and the opening of 
them again endangers both truth and charity—diverting attention from 
unanswerable to perhaps feeble productions, and from the proper Chris- 
tian tone of the former, to the too oftea very exceptionable tone, and 
personalities, and trifling local matter of the latter. IL repeat should 
such be our course—the peace (and the prosperity, for they cannot be 
separated,) of the Diocese will be jeopardized. 

[t will not be—the grace of God, which has hitherto guarded and 
guided us, will, we trust and pray, continue to be over us and with us, 
for good. Amen, Amen! 

But, | repeat, in my humble judgment, the elements of alienation, 
discord, contention, and strife, which we all deprecate, are insubordina- 
tion, meddling, and uncharitableness. These are no new opinions, 
There are persons who knew they have been expressed long since. 
And it would be doing me great injustice to suppose me capable, least 
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* May we not hope soon to have an American Edition of this valuable work, 
#2 Thess iii, 12; 1 Peter iv. 15; 1 Thess. iv. 11; 2 Cor. x. 16; Cor, xiii. 
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of all on an occasion so solemn as the present, of intending to be per- 
sonal—or to do any thing more than lay down principles. 

In compliance with the resolution of your body, a collection has been 
made in some of the congregations for “ the relief of Clergymen disa- 
bled by age or disease.” It is hoped that this collection, which ap- 
pears to be especially approved by our Laity, will be made every year 
in all our congregations, without exception, and that it will be preceded 
by a Sermon recommending the charity. 

Sums of various amount for Missions, under my direction within the 
State, were received from nine congregations, viz: Claremont, Pine- 
ville, All Saint’s, St. John’s, (Colleton,) St. Philip’s, St. Helena’s on the 
Island, St. Stephen’s, St. Paul’s, and St. Michael’s, also from “ a So- 
ciety.” 

The Missions, for a long or short time, were in Charleston, Aiken, Ab- 
beville, Society Hill, Chester, York, and Edgefield. The Bank-book 
(showing the amount received and disbursed, and the balance) is on the 
Secretary’s table for the inspection of the members of the Convention. 

It is proper to state that most of these Missionaries officiated gratui- 
tously. Such was the case with those who visited Aiken, and they 
(Rev. Messrs. Converse and Lee,) who statedly served at Bradford 
Springs during the summer, and | may add the Minister who has for 
two years officiated at Prince Frederick's, (Reve M. H. Lance.) 

The expenditures incidental to the Episcopal office for the year, 
amount to $1,284 93}, which may be seen in the statement laid on the 
table ; the balance of the salary therefore is $215 6}. With respect to 
this, I renew the remarks made in preceding addresses,* and also my 
expression of sincere thanks for the kind hospttelity extended to me. 

The distance of my several journies was 2,877 miles. 

The number of letters received by me was 259; and the number 
written nearly the same. 

There has beeu no death among our Clergy during the year, but the 
Diocese has to lament the removal of a distinguished Laymant who had 
served it long and usefully as a Vestryman, a member of the Standing 
Committee, and of the Jonvention, and a Trustee of our Theological 
Seminary ; and, more recently, another layman,{ to whose zeal, and un- 
intermitted judic ious efforts “ Trinity Church,” Abbeville, under Ged, 
owes its organization ; the settlement of a Pastor, and the erection of “a 
house of prayer,” now nearly completed. The mysterious providence 
which has removed him, in the midst of so much usefulness, while it 
humbles and saddens us, will it is hoped, strengthen our faith, by trying 
it,in him who can overrule the darkest dispensations, and who has 
promised never to forsake, or even leave those, who trust in him. 

Having concluded the canonically required statement of “ matters 
tending to throw light on the state” of the Diocese, I remark as to the 
institutions (only three,) founded by our General Convention, I have to 
state, or rather to repeat, that two of them at least greatly need, as they all 
greatly merit your continued, and indeed increased contributions and in- 
fluence. To our T heological Seminary, many of our Clergy are indebted 
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under providence and grace, for the training, the knowledge, and the 
zeal which has rendered their services so acceptable, and useful. And 
if itcan be rendered more and more efficient, (and who of its most de- 
termined friends are of a contrary opinion,) this can be only, humanly 
speaking, by the efforts of the Bishops, and other Trustees—of the 
General Convention, of the Diocesan Conventions, and of the whole 
mass of our Communion who are deeply interested in its improvement, 
and who directly, or indirectly, immediately, or remotely, are its Gove- 
nors. The same remark is applicable to our General Missionary 
Society. If there be defects in the Constitution, or in the admin- 
istration of either or both of them—or in the liberality to which 
they look for the means of doing good—with whom is the reme- 
dy, but with the whole Church? All three of them have a com- 
mon object, the extension of the Church. Let not the head say to the 
foot, | have no need of thee, nor vice versa. Let each member of the 
Church bring his due quota of intelligence, information, influence and 
property to the aid of the education, and the Missionary cause, 
(they are one,) and all will be well, the grace of God preventing and 
accompanying. 

But let there not be the mistake that this great interest (the advance- 
ment of the Gospel,) is exclusively under the direction of the General 
Convention, and #¢s institutions and agents. To that body, the foreign 
department has been committed, and so much of the domestic depart- 
ment, as is embraced in regions of our country, not yet organized into 
Dioceses, and in those Dioceses which desire its fostering care. 

But there are Dioceses, which entered onthe work lone before the 
General Convention did, and are still prosecuting it with increased solici- 
tude and diligence. In the exercise of a sound discretion, each one will 
use the Diocesan, or the General Treasury,.as the depository of his or 
her charity—and farther the cause of Christian education, and of Mis- 
sions either within his own Diocese or out of it, or in both, and in rela- 
tive proportions, according to his ability, and his best judgment—seeking 
by prayer the direction of that wisdom which is from above. 

A mistaken kindred to that, we have just noticed is that Missions imply 
distance, and unchristianized subjects—and this mistake is the more 
remarkable, as there have been for very many years, Missions (properly 
so called) in our State, and indeed in this very city, Our wise Church 
classifies the Missions as Diocesan, Domestic, and Foreign, leaving to 
each member’s discretion to aid one, or all, and in such relative propor- 
tion as he or she deems proper, impliedly, however counselling, the con- 
tributor to pray for divine direction as to the application, as well of his 
services, as of his donations. 

On the 6th December, I received from our Senior Bishop, a notice 
which had been communicated to him by the Primus of the Church in 
Scotland, to be made known to all our Bishops, to the following effect— 
that the Rev. Sir William Dunbar, Baronet, Presbyter of the Diocese 
of Aberdeen, in Scotland, “ was canonically displaced from the Chris- 
“tian Ministry for refusing obedience to his Bishop and proper ordina- 
“ry, on the 7th Sept. 1843.” In his letter the Primus writes: “ The 
unity of sentiment, and of good feeling, which have happily prevailed 
between the two branches of the Church Catholic in Scotland and 
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America, lead me to think that the communication of a painful, although 
necessary act of ecclesiastical discipline, will not be considered by you 
intrusive on our part.” 

To “ the affairs” of sister Dioceses, whether in Great Britain, or in 
our own large country, | shall refer cautiously because the Canon (VIII. 
of 1841,) by which this address is called for, requires me to state the 
affairs only of this Diocese, and impliedly, of the General Convention, 
so far as theycall for our action; but chiefly, because, the precedent 
might be considered a warrant for interference in our affairs, ou the 
part of those sister Dioceses, whose proceedings we had reviewed and 
approved, or censured. As members of a Diocese, associated with 
other Dioceses in our country, but still having independent rights and 
duties, you would be hurt, if not offended, by any seeming attempt to 
control, or to dictate to you, and therefore the golden rule, cannot but 
restrain you, (1 mean in your collective capacity,) from interfering in 
word, or deed, with the proceedings of ecclesiastical authorities in any 
Diocese in our own or foreign lands. 

But it is not inconsistent with this view of the subject, to express our 
deep sympathy with that, more than a sister Church, to which our own 
is indebted for “ her first foundation, and a long continuance of nursing 
care and protection’”’—the Church in Great Britain, in her state of afflic- 
tion, threatened from without, and agitated within. The loss of her se- 
cular possessions would be a serious evil, because by them, she is ena- 
bled to preach the Gospel to the poor, and it is a question, yet to be 
decided, whether they who are not poor, have so much care for their 
own souls, and for the souls of their fellow men, as to sustain the 
institutions of religion in the land, and to provide means for extend- 
ing its influence. but a more serious danger threatening our mother 
Church, is the misrepresentation of her principles on the part of 
those who are without—whereby the attachment of her children is 
weakened, and they are tempted to “ false doctrine, heresy and schism.” 
It is not for me to say, whether, and in what degree, her own children 
are to blame for this persecution from without, and this agitation within 
her household, and among those children, who are most to blame, (if 
any)—who gave cause for—who began—who keeps up the agitation, 
But in her sorrows and apprehensions, he of us who does not participate 
must want common sensibility. Let us pray for the peace of Jerusa- 
lem: * Peace be within thy walls.” ‘ May it please thee, O Lord God, to 
rule and govern thy Holy Church in the right way.” 

It would only increase the agitation—it would be to fan the flame, 
for our Diocese to undertake to decide between the members of a sis- 
ter Church. No. Let us in humility, say to all ‘ follow after the things 
which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another,’’* 
We weep with you who weep, and we pray, that you may and soon, be 
joined together in the same mind, and in the same judgment, and main- 
tain unto the end the “ unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.” 

But is it not consoling, is it not cheering, that the Church holds fast to 
her integrity of faith and worship—individuals may be perverted, and 
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may separate—but there is no “ false doctrine, heresy and schism” in the 
Church—her standards of doctrine, order and worship, remain as they 
have been with no change affecting principles, from the beginning. Her 
foundations are upon the ev erlasting hills, yea on the Rock of Ages. In the 
“* Holy Church Universal,” there is a conservative principle—and herein 
we rejoice and will rejoice—we thank God and take courage. 

The present opportunity is used to offer to your attention some re- 
marks of a general nature, which it is hoped will not be deemed inap- 
propriate to the times, and to the relation which the speaker bears to 
you. 

We live, it seems to me, in an age of insubordination, and the fact 
throws light on the condition of Churches, and of States. There is too 
little deference to the authority of experience and intelligence—of cha- 
racter and station, and scarcely more to that of law. The right of private 
judgment is ultraized. In this respect, we are told some heathen ad- 
vantageously compare with many Christians—that ¢dey do in a far 
greater degree, honor the father and mother—obey the civil authority— 
submit to all their govenors, teachers, spiritual pastors and masters, and 
order themselves lowly and reverently to all their betters.* Is the rubric, 
or Canon of the Church—the law or statute of the State inexpedient—let 
measures be taken for the repeal of it. But Churchmen at least are 
pledged to “ obey magistrates, aud them that have the rule over them” 
in the Church. 

In this connexion, it is my duty to remark that it is a serious matter to 
charge a Bishop, or any person with the crime of heresy. It is a solemn 
matter for a Convention to endurse or sanction such acharge. If a 
Bishop, or a Priest, or a Deacon, be suspected of heresy, the Church 
has provided a remedy. Let him be brought to trial. If found guilty, 
let him be legally punished, let him not be assassinated. 

Another remark, for which the occasion affords a favorable opportuni- 
ty, is that the Church of which we are members, in her Prayer-book, is 
our instructor, not in worship only, but in doctrine also. 

As it is vur duty to use the prayers, and praises she has set forth, it is 
not less our duty to make ourselves familiar with her views of Christian 
truth or doctrine. ‘These views are set forth incidentally in the devo- 
tions, but directly in the system of Feasts and Fasts, in the Creeds, the 
Catechism, the Articles, the Exhortation at morning and evening Prayer, 
and the various. offices in the Prayer-book, for Baptism, Confirmation, 
Holy Communion, Ordination, Matrimony, Visitation and Communion of 
the sick, Thanksgiving of women; [*orms to be used at sea, with pri- 
soners, in families, and on Thanksgiving day, and the Order for the 
Burial of the Dead. To impart this. Church light to the people, in the 
faithful use of the Prayer-book, is the duty of the Minister—to  wel- 
come and to profit by it is the duty of all. 

Even if there were no Canon on the subject,t the Minister would 
regard it as his duty to bring the lessons of the Church faithfully and 
fully before the people, and iadeod. estimating these lessons as second in 
excellence only to those of Holy Scripture, (with which they are inti- 
mately associated and blended,) he would greatly prefer that these Church 


———— ——— — a 








+ XLV. Canox 





*Catechism 








/! — eee + hl 


ae ae 


~ 
- 





1843.; The Churchman’s Doctrinal Opinions. 363 


lessons, rather than any which fe himself might prepare, or adopt from 
any other source, should be impressed on the minds and hearts of his 
charge, for he is pledged to minister “ the doctrine of Christ—as this 
Church hath received the same.” 

So far as the Liturgy is concerned, it is admissible for a Layman (with 
the exception of the Absolution and the Benediction,) to impart this 
Church instruction to the people. The office of a lay-reader has been 
filled in several parishes of this Diocese, by gentlemen of great moral 
worth and distinction, in former years, very acceptably and very usefully. 
It is to be regretted, that congregations do not avail themselves of lay- 
readers when they are without a Minister, or on occasions of his ab- 
sence, of course with his approbation, There is reason to believe that 
several pious men, who are uot willing to appear oflicious, would cheer- 
fully serve as lay-readers, if proper application was made to them, 

It is an evil to have a Church closed for a single Sunday. It is a bene- 
fit to unite in the liturgy, under a pious lay-reader, where a Minister can- 
not be had, and therefore it is earnestly recommended to all concerned to 
act on these suggestions, which are respectfully submitted. 

In conclusion, brethren beloved in the Lord, ‘| commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.” 


ee 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
THE CHURCHMAN’S DOCTRINAL OPINIONS, AS EXPRESSED IN HIS 
DEVOTIONS. 

Doctrine cannot be separated from prayer, or views of Christian 
truth from devotional exercises. HEach pe'tion embodies an opinion, 
and therefore to the latter conformably wil! ‘ie former be. Is the con- 
gregation, or the individual, Roman Catholic, or Calvinistic, or Unita- 
rian, or Universalist, you can trace the error in the form of, or the 
extempore prayer, And so, as to the Churchman, in his private self 
prepared prayers, and in those which he uses, under the counsel and 
authority of the Church, in family, and in the sanctuary, you can dis- 
cover his belief at least as to its fundamental articles. Indeed, as it 
respects the prayers, provided by the Church in the “Common Prayer,” 
and in the offices for the “administration of the sacraments and other 
rites and ceremonies,” there is probably no article important for the 
Christian to believe, whether fundamental or not, which is not contained 
therein. Let us exemplify. Te doctrine of Evangelical repentance 
includes confession, and in our daily prayer, the first act of devotion is 
‘‘a General Confession.” In that form we have these doctrines: the 
existence, and power, and goodness, and truth of God the Father, “ Al- 
mighty and most merciful father—according to thy promises.’” Original 
sin, “ the devices and desires of our own hearts’ —* there is no health in 
us.” Actual sin of all men—‘‘ we have erred and strayed” —“ we have 
offended” —“ we have left undone—we have done,” &e. Forgiveness for 
Jesus Christ his merits—“have mercy upon us: spare—according to thy 
promises—in Christ Jesus.” Necessity of divine grace to obedience— 
“Restore thou—Grant that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous and 
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sober life.” Prayer is to be through Jas Christ— Grant O most mer- 
ciful Father for his sake.” Here then are expressed, in other terms, 
these articles of the Apostle’s Creed: “I believe in God the Father 
Almighty—and in Jesus Christ—l believe in the Holy Ghost—in the 
forgiveness of sins’—and are included, as we have specified, seven 
doctrinal tenets. 

Again—as to ‘“ Declaration of Absolution,” in the title, we are re- 
minded of these doctrines: forgiveness of sins—the institution of a 
Ministry by Christ, and the diverse orders in it (for the declaration is “ to 
be made by the Priest alone,”) and ministerial authority, for he stands 
while the people kneel. In the official act are embodied these doc- 
trines—that God is Almighty—that he is the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ—that he is merciful (“ desireth not the death of asinner, but that 
he may turn and live’’?)—that Ministers have commandment from him 
to declare that there is remission for sins—that the conditions of this 
remission are faith and repentance—(it is for ‘‘ his people—being peni- 
tent” —* for those who truly repent and unfeignedly believe his Gos- 
pel”’)—-that true repentance is not to be attained but by the assistance 
of divine grace, (for we areto “beseech him to grant’ it to us)—that 
man cannot do things to please God, or be pure and holy, but by the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, which we are to beseech him to grant us—that 
man cannot come to “eternal joy,” unless he be penitent and believing, 
and endeavoring to be holy, for * without holiness, (in the desire of it at 
the least,) no man shall see the Lord ;”’ and, finally, that he never could 
have had that eternal joy, (for “ thou, O Christ, didst open the kingdom of 
heaven,”) but “ through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Here, then, are re- 
peated many of the doctrines contained in “the Confession,” and also 
that doctrine in our X1. Article,fand in the homily there referred to, viz : 
that we are accounted righteous dy faith—or, as St. Paul has it, “ ye are 
saved by grace, through faith”—(Eph. ii. 8.) And there is also a refe- 
rence to that article in the Nicene Creed, “I believe one Catholic and 
Apostolic Chureh”—that is the Church founded by the Apostles, &c., 
having them and their successors for the chief, and two other orders of 
Ministers. And tothe XXVI. Article where we read “ the ministration 
of the word and sacraments, they do not the same in their own name, 
but in Christ’s, and do minister by his commission and authority.” Here 
also we have the doctrine of the Trinity : “God the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ—his Holy Spirit.” 

The subject may be resumed. The Collects will furnish ample illus- 
tration of the coincidences of the Prayers, and the Creeds or Articles, 
and of the exactness and fullness of the teaching indirect, as well 
as direct of our beloved Church—of the teaching not in the exhortations 
and Creeds, and Catechism, and Articles only, but in the devotional 
offices also, PASTOR. 


e@ce 
NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Letters from the Bishop of New-Zealand to the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel. 1843—He must want “heart,” who can read 
these letters without emotion, and he must want piety who is not inter- 
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ested by them, and filled with admiration and regard for the self-denying, 
judicious, and indefatigable Bishop. rhe are indebted for this republi- 


cation to the Bishop of. New-Jersey, who in his preface says :—‘t My 
first thought, on reading these delightful letters, which came to me in the 
last English bundle, was, that [ must not keep them to myself.” * * 
“Tt was my happiness to meet Mr. Selwyn, ood to have much conversa- 


tion with him, on his great work, after he had been designated to this 
office, and before his consecration, An hour spent with him, in Mr. 
Coleridge’s sweet garden at Eton, will ever be remembered, as one of 
the greenest spots in my brief English pilgrimage. A gentler, lovelier 
man, I never saw; nor one that seemed less likely to encounter and en- 
dure the rigours of what seemed to be the rudest Missionary station in 
the world. I can seldom look upon his portrait now, that it does not 
remind me of the sacred record of the earliest Martyr of the Cross: 
‘and all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face, 
as it had been the face of an angel.’”’ 

These extracts will shew the value of the whole :—“ I require e very 
town Clergyman to learn the native language, and be ready to minister 
to the spiritual wants of the Aborigines; and | find it will be nec essary 
also, to establish the converse rule, that every Missionary to the natives, 
shall also be ready to minister to the English settlers ; for in this country 
English and natives will live side by side, unless some rupture (which 
God avert,) should take place between the two races.” * * “The 
native reserves amount in land to between thirty and forty thousand 
acres ; and the money fund, to fifteen per cent. upon the produce of all 
land sales effected by the government. The moral and spiritual consid- 
erations involve the earnest endeavor to advance seventy or eighty 
thousand of the most intelligent people in the world in the knowledge 
of true religion, and in the scale of social existence.” * * “| pitched 
the Church tent, a most complete cathedral, with pulpit, reading desk, 
communion table, rails, kneeling board, &c, It was fitted up with 
boards resting on trunks of small trees, let into the ground, which the 
natives cut for me. Ithus provided seats for 200, which were all filled 
on the following Sunday. ‘On Sunday, Sept. 4, | collected at the offer- 
tory £33 for Church purposes, and administered the communion to 
seventeen communicants. After service, a native came to me, and after 
much hesitation explained, that he had seen the Pakehas (English) giv- 
ing their money, and wished to give something also, upon which he 
produced 1s. 6d. as his coutribution to the ¢ ‘hurch,” 7. * “My little 
tent was pitched in the hollow of the sand hills, and my native attendants 
made themselves comfortable round a large fire, under a little hut, 
which they soon constructed of drift-wood and coarse grass. You 
would be surprised with the comparative comfort which | enjoy in my 
encampments. My tent is strewn with dry fern or grass; my air bed 
is laid upon it; my books, clothes, and other goods Jie beside it; and 
though the whole dimensions of my dwelling do not exceed eight feet 
by five, I have more room than I require, and am as comfortable as it is 
possible for a man to be when he is absent from those he loves most. I 
thus spent October the 17th, the anniversary of my consecration, in my 
tent on the sand hills ; and while i in that situation, 1 was led naturally to 
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contrast my present position, with the very difievent scenes in England 
last year. I can assure you that the comparison brought with it no fee- 
ling of discontent ; ou the coutrary, | spent the greater part of the day, 
after the usual services and readings with my natives, in thinking, 
with gratitude, on the many mercies and blessings which have been 
* * “My first confirmation, at 


granted to me inthe past year.” 
A more 


which three hundred and seventy-five natives were confirmed, 
orderly, and | hope impressive ceremony, could not have been conducted 
in any Church in England ; the natives coming up in parties to the com- 
munion table, and audibly repeating the a r—k wakoaetia ana e 
ahau, ‘1 do (contess.’) Lt was a most. stri . sight to see a Chuich 
filled with native Christians, ready, at my first invitation, to obey the or- 
dinances of their religion. On the following Sunday three hundred 
native communicants assembled at the Lord’s table, though the rain was 
unceasing. me of them came two day’s journey for this purpose. 
My Windsor communion plate was used for the second time on this oc- 


casion. The natives were much pleased when they were told that it was 
a present from my congregation in England, and seemed to enter fully 


into the spirit of the gift.’ 


Publication of the Associate Alumni of the General Theological Semi- 
nary. 1843.—Tho Sermon by the Rey. R. H. Hallam, Rector of St. 
James’ New London, has for its title, “ The Lord’s Presence in His 
Church’s, Dwellings and Sanctuaries”—and text Isaiah iv. 5. We think 
it isthe very antipode of “insignificant,” though the author modestly 
thinks otherwise, and notice many useful, and some striking remarks in- 
dicative of a mind that searches into the deep things of Holy Scripture— 
but the great merit of the discourse is its Churchman-like views of the 
Lord’s provision for the edification of his people, and in particular of the 
young. If the chief thought in this passage be not a new one, it is at 
least set forth in aremarkably impressive manner. “ Households are 
instituted divisions of the Church of Christ, and as such possess Church 
privileges and responsibilities, are Churches in miniature, sanctuaries of 
religious worship, seminaries of religious training. Marriage, the foun- 
dation of domestic life, is consecrated by divine institution, and made a 
sacred emblem of the mystical union of “ Christ and the Church; and 
in it the husband and wife are required to dwell with one another ‘as 
heirs together of the grace of life,’ that their prayers (the daily wor- 
ship of their domestic altar,) ‘be not hindered.’ The parents are to 
‘bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,’ as 
‘ God’s ministers to them for good ;’ and the children to ‘ obey their pa- 
rents in the Lord,’ at once obliged and persuaded thereto by ‘the first 
commandment with promise.’ ‘The master is to ‘ give unto his servant 
that which is just and equal, knowing that he hasa Master in heaven 
with whom is no respect of persons ;’ and the servant, * with good will 
to do service as to the Lord, and not to men;’ and ‘such as have believing 
masters are not to despise them,’ that is, treat them with disrespect, and 
unsuitable familiarity on that account, * but rather to do them service’ the 
more willingly ‘ because they are faithful and beloved partakers of the 
benefit... The householder is made responsible for the observance of the 


Sabbath, even to the case of ‘the stranger that is within his gates ;’ not 
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allowing on any plea of civility even the casual visiter to break its rest, 
and set the stated members an example of its desecration. He is to 
commend his children and his household after him to kee ~p the way of 
the Lord. Such sacredness and re ligious force does the Scripture throw 


around all domestic relations; and therefore its pointed admonitions to 
the believer to ‘ marry only in the Lord,’ and not to be unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers,’ as it is a protanation of a sacred relation, 
and holy ofhces growing out of it.’ * * “Christian families then 
have an ecclesiastical character, enter distinctly as such into the compo- 
sition of the Church, and are subordinate sections of it, to which its 
blessed functions and privileges pertain in due measure and degree. 
Every dwelling place of Mount Sion, every Christian domicile, is a 
holy sanctuary with its ordinances of re ligious worship, discipline, and 
instruction ; and over eve ry one of them has God created ‘a cloud and 
smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night; given it the 
glory of His gifts and promise s, and placed upon it all the glory of His 
protection.” * * “TF it is asore misfortune, as sure ly you ‘ought to 
think, to be without ‘he Church’s pale, remember that it is also an aggra- 
vated sin, being within it, and making part of the Christian assemblies 
and households of which it is composed, not to maintain a correspondent 
Christian character and conversation.” 

The Essay—by the Rev. P. T rap ier, Rector of St. Michael’s, Charles- 
ton, has for its title “ Avoiding offences that the Ministry be not blamed” — 
it is learned, discriminating, pious, and while it breathes the spirit of 
the petition in our Litany, “from all uncharitableness good Lord de- 
liver us,” it honestly reminds us that “ charity rejoiceth in the éruth,”” and 
never shrinks from duty. The special subject is thus stated: “ We 
read of a class of sins, some of which may be inherently less heinous, 
yet with this peculiar ingredient, that they dishonor God in the eyes of 
men, and do harm to the souls of the redeemed. As when Moses , act- 
ing hastily and speaking unadvisedly in smiting the rock and using 
reproachful words, is reproved especially for not sanctifying God in the 
eyes of the children of Israel.” * * “ Nobly did he, (St. Paul,) again 
and again, throw himself into the midst of perils and endure reproach, 
and lay bare his bosom to death itself, rather than be wanting in what 
the Apostles every where teach was with all of them the object dearest to 
their souls, that they might not through any fault of theirs ‘cause the 
way of truth to be evil spoken of,’ ‘ giving no offence in any thing, that 
the ministry be not blamed.’ 

This extract is one illustration of the duty enforced : “’T were super- 
fluous to remind you with how pious nobleness she (our own branch of 
the Church,) not only enshrines in her h.iest sanctuary the mysteries of 
the faith, but sculptures in bold relief upon the forefront of her sacred 
edifice the great truths of the Gospel; asserting beyond mistake the 
cardinal doctrines of grace and holiness, as she internrets them on the 
witness, and with the aid of the early Church; yet fori Jing resolutely 
that aught else shall be required as necessary to salvation, than is read in 
Holy Scripture, or may be proved thereby ; and abstaining too with a 
charity discreet and lovely, from dogmatizing on points, which are left 
vy the word of God free to each one’s private judgment. I purposely 
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abstain from saying which are these-—for by most of those, for whom 
the present essay is designed, they are doubtless better seen and appreci- 
ated than by the speaker. And the younger among us can derive no 
greater good than trom searching for them; while for all of us it is suffi- 
cient if by this reference to the principle involved, it be commended to 
due cousideration in these times, when, more than for ages past, the 
Church is in need of workmen skilled in rightly dividing the word of 
truth, who shall know how to draw the line between essentials and cir- 
cumstantials, between doctrines and rites, and ceremonies, whether of 
divine or merely ecclesiastical obligation, or which are still within the 
range of individual discretion, Tor deeply is your essayist persuaded 
that on the perception and observance of these distinctions must depend 
the safety of each one’s conscience, the blamelessness of our respective 
lives, and the peace of our beloved Church. And then only will the 
ministry be not deservedly biamed, when we, who are entrusted with 
its responsibilities, shall have learned to combine implicit submission to 
rightful authority, with manful maintenance of the Christian liberty of 
ourselves and others ; at the same time taking heed lest, while we ‘ ear- 
nestly contend for the faith once delivered,’ we sin against the brethren, 
and therefore against Christ, by causing our liberty in matters, which 
are confessedly among the adimgopa, to become a stunbling block to them 
that are weak. 
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SELECTIONS. 


THE CHARGE OF UNCHARITABLENESS. 

*“ As to the charge of uncharitableness, which is advanced against 
Catholic doctrines, on account of their supposed bearing upon the spiri- 
tual condition of the members of sectarian bodies—we are convinced 
that this accusation is in itself light and bodiless as air; but we are not 
sure, in the same degree, that those, at whom it is aimed, are apt and 
successful, or indeed sufficiently sedulous, in showing it to be so. They 
are charged with unchurching other religious bodies. And indeed, upon 
the societies as such, and as distinguished from the persons belonging to 
them, Catholic principles, we conceive, can have no mercy; but the 
question is, do those principles deprive pious individuals of their privile- 
ges, or their hopes ? 

We we would refer to the concluding part of the able work of Arch- 
deacon Manning, on the Unity of the Church, for a full answer to this 
question. In the mean time we reply—Catholic principles take from 
the members of sectarian bodies, nothing which, they claim for them- 
selves. ‘They say that sacraments are but signs. It is not denied that in 
this, their own sense, they have sacraments. They allege that Churches 
are human and voluntary associations, for the purposes of Christian 
worship and instruction. It is admitted that they are so associated. 
They allege, that those members of their Churches who have a living 
faith and love, are united to the Redeemer, and are members of his 
Church, mystical and invisible. All this is joyfully recognized. All 
that is positive and substantive in their claims for obedient believers, 
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Catholic principles not only allow, but declare. The real negations are 
onthe other side. The Catholic faith, over and above what we have 
recited, teaches that there has been embodied in the Gospel revelation, 
a visible and permanent organization, chartered and endowed with spiri- 
tual gifts for the salvation of men. ‘This they deem heresy. It is their 
mirfortune: would to God it were in our power to rid them of it.” — 
Present Aspect of the Church. 


i 


HOLY BAPTISM. 


We read of certain heathen nations, amongst whom it was the custom 
to make great lamentation at the birth of a child; deeming that another 
wretched being was born into a world of misery. But such is not the 
voice of nature, nor the language of true religion. ‘Though a Christian 
parent is aware that his child inherits from him a corrupt nature, he 
knows also of a sure remedy. ‘Though he believes that every infant is 
conceived and born in sin, he knows of a fountain opened by his heavenly 
Father, in which the corruption of nature may be washed away ; and he 
takes his child to the baptismal font in the firm belief, that he is using a 
safeguard against sin prescribed by God himself. He believes, without 
reservation, that, by virtue of God’s promise, his “ child is made,” then 
and there, ‘a member of Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven ;” that the precious privileges purchased by the 
blood of Christ, are signed and sealed to him; insomuch that, if his 
child were taken from him that moment, he would be a sure partaker of 
God's covenanted mercy. 

Thousand’s and tens of thousands, we doubt not, are the souls of 
those happy infants, who being washed in their Saviour’s blood, are 
spared the temptations of an evil world, and early taken to their kin- 
dred paradise. For children thus snatched away in the dawn of infancy, 
a few natural tears are due,—a few flowers scattered on their grave, 
But our thoughts of regret are mixed with cheerful submission to the 
will of the Almighty Ruler. We exclaim with Eli, “ It is the Lord, let 
him do what seemeth him good ; or with Job, “‘ The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

Great, however, as are the benefits of Holy Baptism, they are, I fear, 
received by many with little thankfulness. The prevailing want of se- 
riousness with which the ordinance is attended, shows too plainly the 
absence of right religious principle. The Holy Sacrament of Baptism, 
which is nothing less than grafting the child into the body of Christ, 
and signing and sealing a covenant with God, whereby the highest 
privileges are conferred, and the most solemn engagements entered 
into,—this holy sacrament is sometimes called “naming the child !” 
Sponsors are chosen without any reference to their fitness to perform 
their solemn duties, but such as will most honor the ceremony, or leave 
the child a legacy—-. !egacy of wo, perhaps; and the whole affair is 
looked on as a family ‘estival. When the holy ordinance is performed 
in the house of God, it is not unfrequently even then marked with levi- 
ty. What then shall we say of that most indecorous habit which prevails 
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among the highly respectable, but not very highly educated persons, 
who constitute the middle classes in our great tewns, of preferring their 
parlor or drawing-room to the hallowed font in God’s holy temple. 
Whence can have arisen this most irreverent and unchurchmanlike prac- 
tice? If any person think it refined and fashionable, let me assure 
them they are quite mistaken, It requires a very moderate knowledge 
of the world to observe, that the most refined persons are above the 
mere modes of fashion when inconsistent with propriety. In religious 
matters nothing can be more preposterous than to consider whether a 
thing is fashionable or not. The question should be, “ Is it right ? is it 
according to Scripture, and the ordinances of the Church? Persons of 
real refinement, and unprejudiced by vulgar notices about fashion, will 
make this their principle.—ev. IW. Gresley’s Portrait of an English 
Churchman. 
a a 
BISHOP BEVERIDGE ON BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. 

Bishop Beveridge says :— Our blessed Saviour said to Nicodemus 
that except a man ‘ be born again of water and the spirit, he cannot en- 
ter into the kingdom of God,’ but he doth not say that every one who is 
so born shall inherit eternal life. It is true, all that are baptised, or born 
of the water and spirit, are thereby admitted into the Church or king- 
dom of God upon earth, but except they submit to the government, 
and obey the laws established in it, they forfeit all their right and title 
to the kingdom of heaven. ‘They are brought into a state of salvation, 
but unless they continue in it, and live accordingly, they cannot be 
saved. For, as St. Peter here observes, ‘ Baptism doth now save us, 
not the putting away the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Baptism puts us into the way to heaven; but unless we walk in that 
way, we can never come thither. When we were baptised we were 
born again of water and the spirit, so as to have the seed of grace sown 
in our hearts, sufficient to enable us to bring forth the fruits of the spirit, 
to overcome temptations, to believe aright in God our Saviour, and to 
obey and serve him faithfully, all the days of our life. And then pro- 
mised to do so; for being asked, whether we would do so or not, we 
answered by ourselves or our sureties that we would. And if we after- 
wards live in good conscience toward God, answerably to the professions 
and promise that we then made to him, we shall certainly be saved 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the intercession that he 
makes at the right hand of God for us. But if we neglect to perform 
what we then promised, and so do not answer the end of our baptism, 
by keeping our consciences void of offence toward God and man, we 
lose all the benefit of it, and shall as certainly perish as if we had never 
been baptised.” 

William Beveridge, D.D., Bishop of St. Asaph, died A. D., 1707. 


-~_ 
ha 





We tolerate what we cannot remove. But he who tolerates does not 
love it, though he loves toleration.— Bishop Andrews. 
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LORD’sS DAY. 

The following Petition, praying the repeal of that part of act of Con- 
gress regulating the post-office department, which requires labor on 
Sunday, has recently been presented to Congress, and referred to the 
Committee on post- -offices and post-roads, 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Represent ilives of the United 
States, in Congress assembled, 


The Petition of Harmon Kingsbury, of Cleveland, Okio, respectfully 
represents :— 

That it is with the most painful emotions that your petitioner has wit- 
nessed for a long course of years, the desecration of the Christian Sab- 
bath consequent upon the action of the post-otlice department; the 
deleterious effects of which, are becoming more apparent, as the system 
is prolonged in various other de ‘partments of life, and in forming or 
modifying the character, and condition of thousands, and hundreds of 
thousands of our fellow-citizens. 

Moralists as well as Theologians agree in the opinion that a due ob- 
servance of the Sabbath is not only essential to purity of conduct, vigor 
of body, and siiiale of intellect, but absolutely indispensable to indi- 
vidual and national prosperity aud happiness. ‘“ While the arm of 
Jehovah is lifted for our defence, no enemy can subdue us, or impair 
our rights. But if the Supreme Legislature of this Union by their act 
make it necessary to violate the command of God, his justice will de- 
mand that adequate punishment be inflic ‘ted on our common country. 
His own law, he will magnify, and make honorable by inflicting the 
sanction, or honoring those who honor it.” Itis equi ally true that so 
long as this or any other nation require y portion of its citizens to 
violate the sacred rest, it, will be impo ‘ to persuade others to “re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy ;) and if the national exaction 
is continued, it cannot be long before this necessary and adequate safe- 

uard of our morality, liberties and religion will be wholly removed. 

In the Inaugural Address of William [lenry Harrison, we are told 
that ‘‘ the great dread of those who oppose 1d the adoption of the Coansti- 
tution, seems to have been, that the reserved powers of the States would 
be absorbed by those of the l’ederal Government, and a consolidi ition of 
power established, leaving to the States the shadow only of that inde- 
pendent action for which they had so zealously conte nde xd, and on the 
preservation of which they relied as the last hope of Grety.. = °° 

The general government has seized upon none of the reserved rights 
of the States.” 

Inthe humble judgment of your memorialist, and in the opinion of 
very many of our most virtuous and intelligent citizens, the general 
government did seize upon one of “the reserved rights of the States,” 
when it required labor in the post-office department on Sunday. In 
support of this opinion, your men 1orialist prays leave to refer to the 
Petition presented by him to Congress, on the 12th d: ay of December, 
1838, containing a discussion of this subject, under the head of “ Uncon- 


stitutionality of the Law.” 
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It is a fact, that the Colonies reserved to themselves certain rights, 
samong which were, inthe language of North-Carolina, April 12th, 1776, 
‘the sole and exclusive right of forming a constitution and laws for this 
Colony.” The Proviso of Virginia, May 15th, 1776, was, “ that the power 
of forming government for, and regulating the internal concerns of each 
Colony, be left to the respective Colonial Legislatures,” It is a fact, too, 
that the Colonies had laws prohibiting the violation of the Sabbath by 
secular labor, before the Union was formed, and those laws have never 
been rescinded. Nor have they been so altered since as not now to 
conflict (except in two or three instances,) with the law of Congress, 
passed in April, 1840, requiring labor in the post-offices on Sunday, 
[s it not true, then, that Congress has, in this thing, “ seized upon their 
rights?” If the Colonies had been asked to surrender the right of re- 
quiring their citizens to abstain from worldly \usiness and amusement 
on Sunday, can it be believed that they would uot Lave given it a prompt 
and decided negative? !n Article Il. of the Confederation, 1777, is the 
following :—‘ Each State retains its sovereignty, freedom and indepen- 
dence, and every power, jurisdiction and right which is not by this Con- 
federation expressly delegated to the United States in Congress assem- 
bled.” Now it is true, that the following clause in Art. IX. of said 
Confederation, viz.: “ The United States in Congress assembled, shall 
also have the sole and exclusive right and power of * * establishing 
and regulating post-oflices from one State to another, throughout all the 
United States, and exacting such postage on the same,” etc. ; or that the 
clause in Art. I, Sec. 8th, of the Constitution of the United States, in 
these words, viz.: “to establish post-offices and post-roads,” give to 
Congress the right to require labor in the post-office department on Sun- 
day: but from the reserved rights of the several States and their laws, 
touching Sabbath desecration, it is apparent that Congress has no such 
right, and that the construction of the words last quoted, which claims 
that Congress has a right to do all they may desire to do in the premi- 
ses, is altogether a forced construction. Congress has no more right to 
do in this thing, (and requiring labor on Sunday is certainly doing 
wrong,) than any other authorized agent has a right to do wrong. Why 
add the clause, ‘‘ exacting such postage on the same,” if the words, “ to 
establish post-offices and post-roads,” gave to them the right to do all that 
they might desire to do in the premises? But the several States never 
delegated to Congress, even by implication, much less “‘ expressly” the 
power to labor on Sunday, nor could they if they would, for, no human 
authority, contravening the law of God, can be of any validity whatever. 
But the several States had, and still have, the right to enact laws against 
Sabbath violations, and they have done it; which laws, instead of the 
law of Congress, complained of, must stand. 

Further: ‘The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the people.” (Amendment of the Constitution.) Now 
if this clause of the Constitution, and the reserved rights of the several 
States, have not been violated by the law of Congress requiring labor 
on Sunday, how is it possible that they should be so violated ? 

“On general principles,” says President Tyler, in his Message of 
August 16th, 1841, “the right in Congress to prescribe terms to any 
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State, implies a superiority of power and contro!, deprives the transaction 
of all pretence to compact between them, audi terminates as we have 
seen, in the total abrogation of freedom of action on the part of the 
States.” This argument militates as strongly against sending the mails 
through the land, opening post-offices, and distributing letters on Sun- 
day, as it does against establishing banks in any of the States without 
their consent. These practices of the post-oflices, and the act which 
authorizes them, are violations of the Constitution, repugnant to the law 
of reason, and hostile to the laws of the individual States, and to the law 
of God.” 

While continuing the Jaw complained of, this nation is not only in- 
flicting an irreparable injury on vast numbers of its citizens, but it is 
training them up, in turn, to inflict on the nation a moral wound for 
which there is no healing. ‘This is the natural and unavoidable result 
of such a training, irrespective of its influence upon religion. Other 
nations have wrecked their natural hopes upon this very rock ; and can 
we expect to escape from a similar calamity without a speedy repent- 
ance, a return to duty? 

This law is a virtual disfranchisement of the friends of the Sabbath : it 
excludes them from all our post-oflices, from its profits not less than trom 
its hunors. And are men who fear not God, to be the proferred servants 
of this Christian nation? If so, can the government rationally expect 
its servants to be honest and faithful! Wall disobedience to God help 
or teach men to obey their temporal rulers! Would it not be much 
more rational to expect defalcation and dishonesty ? 

The duty of repealing the obnoxious features of the law, passed in 
April, 1810, and re-enacted March, 1825, contained in Sections 9th of 
the former, and 11th of the latter, as follows: “ That every post-master 
shall keep an office in which one or more persons shall attend on every 
day on which a mail, or bag, or other packet, or parcel of letters shall 
arrive,” &c. Also, “it shall be the duty of the Post-master-General, at 
all reasonable hours on every day of the week, to deliver on demand any 
letter, paper, or packet to the person entitled to, or authorized to receive 
the same,” has often been urged from the consideration, that the consti- 
tution of man, physical and moral, demands a periodical day of rest, 
and that God requires it; and it has often been opposed on the ground 
of asupposed pecuniary loss, in resting one day in seven. Human 
governments do not excuse their subjects from obedience, because of 
any persvnal loss or sacrifice which it may occasion tothem. And shall 
it be supposed, that the commands of the Most High are less worthy of 
sacrifices than those of our fellow men?! Yet the argument is not sim- 
ply unsound, is based on premises thatare false. [For nothing can be 
more certain, than that our best interests, whether pecuniary, civil, moral, 
or religious, or whether relating to time or to eternity, are always inse- 
parably connected with the strict observance of the commands of God. 
To obey God is not only right and safe, but profitable ; and it is the duty 
of nations, and of smaller communities, not less than it is of individuals. 
“ For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, 
those nations shall be utterly wasted.” ‘That this sentiment may pervade 
each of your breasts, and actuate your honorable bodies forthwith, so to 
amend the section above referred to as not to include Sunday among the 
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days on which post-masters are required to be in their offices, to receive 
mails, or deliver letters, papers, etc., thereby undoing what ought never 
to have been done, and gratifying most of all the moral, respectable, and 
influential portion of your constituents, who have uniformly been Op- 
posed to this unrighteous law, is the constant prayer of your memorial- 


ist. HARMAN KINGSBURY. 
Cleveland, Ohio, Dec. 1841. 


——————— 


From the English Churchman. 


The following is the answer of the Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor, 
and the Heads of Houses at Oxford to the lay address recenily pre- 
sented to them. 


To the Right Honorable Lord Ashley, and other Lay-Members of the 
United Church of L:ngland and Ireland, 


We have received, and have had for some time under our considera- 
tion, the letter addressed to us by your Lordship and other gentlemen, 
in our character as the responsible Governors of the University of Oxford, 
on the subject of sentiments diffused by means of various publications, 
sent forth within the last few years, by several distinguished members 
of the University, the tendency of which, it has grieved you to observe, 
has been to excite dissatisfaction with the principles of our Reformed 
Church as embodied in the Book of Common Prayer, and especially in 
the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion. 

After stating the opinion of your Lordship, and of the gentleman who 
with your Lordship have signed this letter, of the great national evils 
which will be the result of any deviation from the Protestant character 
of the Church of England, and the alarm with which you have observed 
symptoms of such deviation which have appeared in the opinions avow- 
ed by some whose station in the University gives them extensive iu fluence 
over the younger portion of the academical body, your Lordship, and 
the geutlemen who with your Lordship have signed this letter, call 
upon us, the authorities of the University, to take such steps as are open 
to us for protecting the youth committed to our superintending care from 
the dangerous influence referred to, and for securing to them, for the 
future, such tuition as in strict accordance with the Protestant Church of 
England and the constitution of these realms. 

It is undoubtedly trve, that within the last few years certain tracts or 

amphlets have been published by several distinguished members of the 
Gausveiey, containing opinions and sentiments considered by many to 
be not conformable to, or consistent with, the do: ‘rines of the Reformed 
Protestant Church of England, as embodied in the Book of Common 
Prayer, and in the articles of religion called “ The Thirty-nine Arti- 
cles.” 

The opinions and doctrines contained in these tracts or pamphlets 
have been considered, discussed, and replied to in other publications, 
and those discussions have, at different times, attracted more or less of 
the public attention. 
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Against the prevalence, however, of erroneous opinions among its 
members generally, the university possess a safeguord in the statute 
enacted more than two centuries ago, which provides (uat every candi- 
date for matriculation should subscribe the ‘Thirty-nine Articles ; and 
every candidate for a degree should again subse ‘tribe the Thirty-nine 

wrticles and in addition the *reto, the Three Articles in the 36th Canon. 

The authorities of ')e University have not lost sight of their duty in 
enforcing a strict compliance with this statute; nor have they shown 
themselves indifferent to the improvement of religious instruction within 
the University. [or when her Majesty was enabled, by recent acts of 
the Legislature, to provide for the foundation, maintenance and regula- 
tion of additional professorships of Divinity, the authorities of the 
University, with the assistance of convocation, adopted every measure 
for which they were competent, to carry into execution the views of 
Government and of Parliament. And they trust that, by perseverance 
in a course of moderation and watchfulness, they will be enabled, under 
the Divine blessine totrain up the youth committed to their care in the 
pure principies of t.» Reformed Church of England. 

WELLINGTON, Chancellor, 
P. WYNTER, Vice-Chancellor. 
On behe!f of the Heads of both Houses. 


et th OD ge F 4 PO 


POETRY. 


From the Western Episcopalian. 
LINES BY BISHOP HEBER 


The waves were howling o’er the deep, 
Each wave a wat'ry hill— 

The Saviour waken’d trom bis sleep, 
And spake—and all was still, 


The mad-man ina tomb had made 
His mansion of despair: 

Wo to the traveller who stray’d 
With heedless footsteps there ! 


The chains hung broken from his arm— 
Such strength can Hell supply— 

And fiendish hate and fierce alarm 
Flash’d from his hollow eye— 


He met that glance so thrilling sweet, 
He heard those accents mild, 

And, melting at Messiah’s feet, 
Wept like a weaned child, 


Oh! madder than the raving man, 
Oh! deafer thar the sea,— 

How long the time since Christ began 
To call in vain on me. 


He call’d me when my thoughtless prime 
Was really ripe to ill; 

I pas ed from folly on to crime 
And yet He call’d me still. 
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He call’d me in the time of dread, 
When death was full in view— 

I trembled on my feverish bed, 
\nd rose to sin anew! 

Yet could I hear him once again, 
As | have heard of old, 

Methinks he should not call in vain 
His wanderer to the Fold. 


a 


a O Thou! that every thought canst know, 
And answer every prayer— 

Oh! give me sickness want or wo, 
But snatch me from despair ! 

My struggling will by grace control, 
Ry new TN broken vow — 

What blessed light breaks on my soul! 
O God! | Hear Tuer now! 


a 


From Burn’s Magazine. 
MARY AND MARTHA, 


Not all the saints of God are bound 
‘ In service to be found, 
Well doth the bee fulfil her round 
In summer's fragrant bower 3 
But surely not of less avail 
Thy tunetul hymns, sweet nightingale, 
Chanted all lone in moonlight pale, 
At midnight’s solemn hour. 


When Martha’s ropf our Saviour blest, 

And deign’d beside her hearth to rest, 

Though King of all, an humble guest,— 
While Jesus preach’d the word, 

Her precious hours in toil were, spent, 

“On hospitable cares intent,” 

While “ wiser Mary” listening bent 
The knee beside her Lord. 


Much love did Martha’s cares reveal; 

She sery’d the Lord with earnest zeal; 

Yet when she made her warm appeal, 
How did Christ Jesus meet 

That call tor her whose blessed station 

Of worship, love and meditation, 

Of quiet faith and contemplution, 
Was at her Saviour’s feet ? 


“QO Martha, Martha, troubled thou 
With much of care and serviee now, 
Yet turn thee not with angry brow 
Where Mary kneels to pray ; 
ay For she hath quit life’s busy mart 
4a To serve her Lord with single heart; 
Yea, she hath chose that better part 
Which none shall take away.” 


And so, in this wide world of ours, 

Some toil for God mid storms and showers, 

While others spend their hallow’d hours 

In prayer and pious thought. 

Let no one sccrn the lonely cell, 

For saints may serve their Master well, 
Though none can reckon up and tell 

Whar Joede their love hath wrought 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen's Chapel.—That for Feb- 
ruary, was by the Rector of St. Peter’s, Charleston, and the amount 
collected at the door was $19 62. 

Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina.—On the day preceding that of the opening of the 
Annual Convention, (Friday, "Feb. 16th,) bei ‘ing the Anniversary of this 
Society, divine service was held in St. Michael’s Church, and a Sermon 
preached by the Rev. M. H. Lance, on the very appropri: ate text: “ By 
their priests ye shall know them.” This “ Church” Society, (for such it 
might be truly called, its charter, constitution and procee ‘digs now for 
more than 33 years, all recognizing Church principles and usages,) 
then convened, made their usual elections, and ordered to be printed 
the annual report of the Board of Trustees, which includes those of the 
Treasurer, the Librarian, and of its many Missionaries. No alteration 
was made of the Constitution, althoggh several were suggested by the 
majority, and the minority of a Committee appointed on this subject, at 
the preceding Anniversary. 

Convention of the Diocese of South-Carolina for 1844.-—1t was opened 
on Saturday 17th February, and adjourned on the Thursday following. 
The Journal will soon be published, and inform our readers of the busi- 
ness acted upon. The Secretary, Standing Committee and Delegates 
to the General Convention last year, were all re-elected. 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.—A meeting of some of the members of this Society was held 
in St. Michael’s Church, on the evening of 20th l*ebruary—* Evening 
Prayer” was read by the Rev. Missionary on plantations in Prince Wil- 
liam’s Parish, (Rev. Mr. Webb)—the Bishop invited attention to the 
statements about to be made by the Secretaries and General Agents of 
the Society above named, and gave notice that there would be a collec- 
tion for the relief of that Society, the undesignated amounts to be divided 
between the Domestic and Foreign, departments. He also requested 
that persons disposed to promote Missions within this Diocese would 
transmit their donations to him, as the Agent of the ‘* Diocesan” depart- 
ment of the Missionary work. The worthy Secretaries, (Rev. Messrs, 
Harris and Irving,) and the Rector of Grace Church, Camden, (Rev. F, 
P. Lee,) and the Rector of the Church of the Holy Trinity, Graham- 
ville, (Rev. E. Reed,) then successively in an interesting manner ad- 
dressed the meeting. The amount collected was $175, and afterwards 
sent to the Bishop 59 70. Total, $234 70. 

The “ Spirit of Missions” for Febrnary, is as usual instructive and 
interesting. We extract, respecting agencies: ‘* When the Church 
creates an agency, the Clergy, so far as they defer to its action, are 
taught to lean upon it, by the same voice which tells them ¢/ey are re- 
sponsible. A Clergyman, then, who expects a visit or a communica- 
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tion from the Church’s accredited agent, may without difficulty discharge 
his conscience in the matter, seeing the Church has laid it upon some 
one else. We feel strongly, that just so far as agencies therefore have 
been active, efficient, and successful in doing that which appertains to 
the Clergy to do, each in his sphere, just so far has the cause itself suf- 
fered in the main, in its permanent, healthful, enduring interests. We 
believe that the feeling of dissatisfaction with central arrangements may 
be laid at the door of that feature of them, which, connecting the duties 
of Secretary and Generai Agent, required of course a stronger force to 
operate at once at the centre and in the field, than if simply central ope- 
ration had been aimed at. As an ageney, (considering the vast extent of 
our country,) it is éxsuficient ; considering the small amount collected, 
expensive ; and, as leading the Church to some extent astray from its 
legitimate dependence upon the true agents, perplexing and suicidal.” 
* * « The difficulties under which our brethren labor in carrying on 
their zealous plans for the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, impel 
them to resort to a class of general agents, ‘ choice spirits of the age,”’ to 
operate as expressed in the above paragraph. We find such general 
agents indicated in Scripture as — of the apostles, charged with 
a divine commission to set tm order the things that are wanting, or- 
dain elders in every city, to ‘quicken the slumbering energies of the 
Churches,’ &c.”—On free Churches ‘“ what better disposition of the 
ample resources of our Church than this ! What better store laid up as 
a good foundation against the time to come? And though the ministry 
of the word among the rich and the noble of this world may be a higher 
ministry, requiring greater intellectual and social qualifications, sur- 
rounded with greater temptations to unfaithfulness, and therefore the 
more difficult and onerous; the post of especial honor, if true, and of 
deeper damnation, if recreant—we should choose, were choice ours, to 
break the bread of life among those whom the Master hath called to de 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them 
that love Him. Memory has no page so endeared to us as that which 
records the experiment of a Free Church, and judgment no conviction 
so strong as that they who by their means fostered it, “ will gather to 
themselves a good reward in the day of necessity.’ Speed the day 
when the wealth of Churchmen shall be thus consecrated.”’ The amount 
reported is for Domestic Missions $3,690—from South-Carolina $80 ; for 
Foreign $3,709—from South-CaroMha $33. 
| BISHOP GADSDEN’S CIRCULAR. | 

Rev. and Dear Brethren :—‘* THe EXTENSION OF THE CHURCH,’ is a 
purpose in which, it isnot to be doubted, you have a special interest. 
But this purpose cannot be carried into effect, without Ministers and 
means. ‘The Ministers, itis believed, can be had, if the means for their 
moderate support are supplied. There is wide scope for “the exten- 
sion of the Church,” in our own Diocese—in our large country—and in 
foreign lands, It is therefore, respectfully suggested, that on ‘ Patm 
Sunpay,’ or on some other Sunday soon after, a Discourse be preached, 
inviting the attention of your flock to this subject, and a collection made, 
the undesignated amount to be divided in three equal parts—one part to 
be transmitted to me as Agent for Missions within this Diocese, and 
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two parts to be paid over to the Agents in Charleston, (Messrs. Henry 
Trescot and N. R. Mipp.eron,) of the ‘Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church,’ to be equally 
divided between the Domestic and Foreign Departments. On the 
duty, the privileges, and the blessed results of endeavors to advance 
among men, the Redeemer’s Kingdom, it is not necessary to expatiate. 
May your prayers and your alms, ‘come up for a memorial before God.’ 
his is sent to you, with the respectful regard of 


THE BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF SOUTH-CAROLINA,” 


Ash- Wednesday, 1844. 

Board of Missions.—The Spirit of Missions says: ‘* At a late meet- 
ing of the Committee, the following draft of a letter was adopted, to be 
.ddressed to each Bishop of the Church, in view of the anticipated defi- 
ciency in the treasury to meet the quarterly payments due the Missiona- 
ries on Ist Aprilnext. It is herewith also circulated through the Church 
at large, in order that Ministers and people may be alike prepared to act 
with efficiency when the call is made upon them.” 

Rev. Farugrs 1n Gop: The Domestic Committee of the Board of 
Missions, charged by the Board with the collection and appropriation of 
funds, find themselves at this season of the year under the painful but 
imperious necessity of invoking your attention and aid in the present 
emergency. 

The Committee entered the year (Ist June,) with a balance of $5,890, 
which was absorbed on the Ist July by the quarter’s salary then due. 
The subsequent receipts for this year have been, up to this date, 
$15,510 22. The expense for the same period $18,236 59, or at the 
rate of about $36,500 per annum. 

Assuming on the Ist April six months’ salary, or $18,250, due from 
the Board, and estimating the receipts for ‘\:e months of February and 
March to be $6,000, we shall require $9,000 to meet our obligations on 
Ist April, when the semi-annual salaries of the Missionaries become 
due. 

We say nothing of the funds which ought to be in the treasury on the 
Ist July next, inasmuch as the Board will meet ere then—the payments 
being semi-annual. 

It is of a present strait, from which the Committee have no power to 
extricate the Missions confided to them, they would now speak. The 
foregoing statement shows that there has been no expansion of the Mis- 
sions beyond the standard of 1843, and yet, while the resources of the 
country have increased, the receipts into the treasury have been less 
than in most of the tryiny years through which we have passed. 

The constitutional course of action to be adopted by the Domestic 
Committee in this emergency is, they think, plainly indicated to them 
by the language of the Reporting Committee of the House in June 
last—a report bearing the signatures of four of the existing Bench of 
Bishops. It is as follows : 

“In the opinion of your Committee, it rests on the Bishops especially, 
and through them on the Clergy of the respective dioceses, to call forth 
regularly, and systematically, the resources of the Church, so as to ren- 
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der unnecessary all extraordinary efforts—to relieve the minds of the 
Committees respectively, from all undue anxiety on the subject of funds, 
and thereby enable them to do that effectually which was the design of 
the Church in their appointment, to wit, the managing, with prudence 
and ability, the resources confided to them.” [See page 25 proceedings 
of the board for 1543.| 

The resources hitherto called forth have proved inadequate to meet 
the ordinary, and we may add, very smal] demand upon a Church 
abounding in resources. What then can the Committee do but advise 
you of the facts in the case; and in order that they may be prepared to 
meet their obligations on the Ist of April next, respectfully request that 
a collection be recommended by you throughout your Diocese on the 
approaching Palm Sunday, or such other Sunday as you may deem most 
expedient. 

I remain, Right Rev. Fathers, 
Very respectfully and truly, 
N. S. HARRIS, 
Secretary and General Agent, §c. 

Theological Seminary.—It is well known that a short time since, a 
considerable opposition arose to the Chronicle, in consequence of an 
editorial article reflecting severely on the General Seminary. I must 
frankly confess that | was one who shared in the pain caused by the ap- 
pearance of that article. As a graduate of the Seminary, and well 
acquainted with its Professors and course of study, 1 knew there was no 
just foundation for suspicion of its soundness, and | was sorry to see 
any thing written and published tv its injury. 1 think now as | have al- 
ways thought since knowing any thing of it, that it is the noblest Institu- 
tion of the Church, the soundest School. of the Prophets; and I trust 
that 1 may never cease to be thankful for having enjoyed its course of 
instruction,---Church Chronicle and Record. 

Lent.—The season is now approaching when all Churchmen must 
make a show of contrition and self-abasement. Surely there is abundant 
cause that it may be real and earnest. The development of feeling 
existing in our Church both of good and evil during the past year, has 
been striking and signal. We recognize it in the warnings of that Di- 
vine Spirit which ever abides in the Church. To Him be all the good 
ascribed; to ourselves all the evil; and human infirmities render it 
impossible that good would be unmixed with evil in any work we run in. 
Amidst the excitement caused by the advocacy of principles not new, 
but never congenial to unsanctified nature, who of us has not been 
moved more or less by human passions! Who of us have not some- 
times been judges rather than doers of thelaw? Who of us have not 
sometimes been judges rather than doers of the law? Who of us have 
not sometimes thought too unkindly of our own brethren? Who of us 
has as yet overcome the power of riches, the influence of popular opin- 
ions or the blindness of self-will? These are causes for deep contri- 
tion. Unless we advocate high Church principles, because they Jead to 
high Christian practice, and a more spiritual discipline, what are our 
Jabors worth? Itis high time for us to let our practice teach our pri! 














1844.] Religious Intelligence. 381 
ciples, to show by our outward appearance, our fasting, our alms, our 
devotion, our self-sacrifices, our humility and good works, the reason 
why we use the principles of an early dise ipline so ardently. Give us 
then Mr. Editor, earnest and warm calls to a time ‘ly re pentance anda 
more Vigorous faith. Stir us up to a more active displ iy of our professed 
regard for primitive practice. Make us feel that before men, angels, 
sad the awful Trinity, we are pledged to a most high and strict self-dis- 
cipline. Letall have an opportunity to see that high Churchmen are 
high Christians, excelling all men in self-abasement, in self-denial, in 
charity, and earnest pursuit of the things above. May Lent be to us 
like the wood cast into the bitter waters, sweetening us with the charity 
which covereth a multitude of sins.--- Utica Gospel Messenger. 

Increased Regard for the Sabbath-—an Extract.—The Central Rail- 
Road in Georgia, which is now completed 187 miles, announces that the 
passenger cars, with the mail, will proceed every day in the week, from 
either extremity of the road, Sundays excepted. The number of per- 
sons who are disposed to travel on the Sabbath, is constantly diminish- 
ing. The cars that run on that day are frequently almost empty. 
Increasing numbers are convinced that it is not only wicked to labor or 
travel for secular purposes on the Sabbath, but that it is also unprofitable 
and dangerous. The history of those who have labored on the Sabbath, 
or have spent it in secular business, travelling or amusement, for the last 
thirty years, shows that itis not good policy. They have not, as a body, 
prospered as well for this world. Nearly all who are now in the State 
prisons were Sabbath breakers. Aud of more than three hundred per- 
sons Who have been put to death for their crimes, nine out of ten who, 
from the gallows, warned survivors of the rock on which they were 
wrecked, mentioned Sabbath breaking as the principal cause of their 
crimes, aud often as the first step in their downward course to death, 
And whether it can be accounted for on philosophical principles or not, 
the facts show that it is awfully demoralizing to the human character, 
And said a distinguished merchant, ‘ whenever I see an apprentice ora 
clerk of mine riding out on the Sabbath, on Monday I dismiss him: for 
such au one cannot be trusted.’ 

Holy Scripture.—Wy ve always approved the requirements of their 
Liturgy, by which th material portions of Scripture are laid be- 
fore their hearers in the regular prosecution of divine service. At the 
same time we fear, that a defect on this head may be found among most 
other denominations. That such a defect should exist is most deplora- 
ble. Detter would it be, for a congregation to go without preaching than 
without reading of the Bible. A portion of the Old, and another from 
the New Testament, should he read by every minister of the truth, during 
the exercise of worship. And surely if in any case the advocates of reli- 
gion studies to be discreet, eloquent, grave and impressive, it should be 
in reading the Scriptures. Many of his hearers may possibly listen at 
no other time, to the lively orac lesof God. ‘The ignorant may have no 
other opportunity to be instructed, the thoughtless may have no other 
occasion to be arrested, and urged to seriousness, than that which the 
duties of the pulpit afiord. We therefore consider it no mark of minis- 
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terial farthfulness and sedateness, for the avowed servant of Christ to 
hurry over the Scriptures, that he may have more time to deal out his own 
effusions. — 

Prayer-book.—The Foreign Translation Committee of the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, have published their Report for 
1543. The circulation of translations of our Liturgy is advancing ra- 
pidly, in French, Turkish, Arabic, Arminian, the undertaking is visi- 
ted with the Divine favor. The completion of the Arminian translation 
of the Prayer-book especially is looked for with great anxiety, as a 
strong barrier against the encroachments of Romanism in the East. 

The Anglican Church is growing every day with the growth of a 
giant. Look at this heretical (!) communion now, and look at it ten 
years ago. Then it was broken, discomfitted, trampled on, despised, 
and its approaching end foretold ; now, we verily believe, it is stronger 
than it has ever been since King William’s revolution, In al] quarters 
it is becoming more efficient, more respected, more powerfu!.— The 
Tablet (Romish paper.) 


Alford.—The 23d of June seems to have been an evently day here. 
The whole of Mr. Bourne's family, (including the married and the 
single,) received the rite of baptism by sprinkling trom the hands of the 
Clergyman of the Established Church, The family of the Bournes is 
one of the eldest and largest dissenting families in the county, every 
branch having been dissenters for some time generations back. 

Dr. Wolff's Mission to Bokhara.—Letters have been received from 
Dr. Wolff by the Committee of the Stoddart and Conolly fund, dated 
Erzeroum, in Armenia, December 1S and.19. The Pasha of Erze- 
roum gives him letters, provides guards, and pays his expenses to the 
frontier. Intelligence has also been received from Constantinople, da- 
ted the 2d January, which states that some people had arrived who left 
Bokhara within three months ; Stoddart was alive, in high favor, and no 
public execution had been heard of.— The Churchman. 

Lost Work of Eusebius.—A Syriac version of The Five Books on the 
Theophany, or Divine Manifestation, of Eusebj {the original of which 
is lost,) has been discovered in Egypt, by tl Henry Tattam, of 
Bedford, and by him brought home, and has beef translated by Professor 
Lee, uf Cambridge, who states in his preface that there is a probability 
that the identical MS. from which he has made his translation is of the 
date A. D. 411, and of the age of 1432 years !—Churchman. 






The Rev. Henry Melville.---A correspondent on whose means of 
knowledge we rely, states --‘ The Rev. Henry Melville has received the 
appointment of Principal of the Hon. East India Company’s College 
at Haileybury. The removal of this laborious and deservedly popular 
minister from his attached flock will be deeply deplored. The capri- 
cious Chapel at Camberwell, in which his ministrations have proved so 
extensively attractive and beneficial, is invariably crowded to excess 
whenever he is expected to occupy the pulpit, not merely by the inhab- 
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itants of the neighborhood, but these are increased by numbers from 
diffrent parts of the metropolis. The necessary preparations for, and 
yowerful exertions in the pulpit, have, however, proved too much for 
Mr. Melvill’s health. ‘Two years since he was compelled to retire to the 
continent for several months : but though his health, injured by incessant 
toil, was renovated by cessation from severe application, it was still evi- 
dent that if he continued to task his mental and yhysical energies as he 
had been wont to do, he would be again prostrated by exhaustion. The 
appointment of President to the East India College, was on a foimer 
occasion placed within his acceptance, but was declined. The Rev. 
centleman’s brother is Secretary to the Board of Directors of the Hon. 
Company.’---Globe, 

Items.—** Whenever the Minister gives notice of the administration 
of the Lord’s Supper, the congregation in England always stand up and 
listen to him in a standing posture.” Such is the custom in most of our 
Dioceses. Why is it not in South-Carolina. The people stand, when 
the other exhortations are read, why not at this ? 

Church observances (writes the Rector of Liverpool,) “I do not re- 
commend as intrinsically available to salvation, in themselves, because 
by erace we are saved through faith in Christ, and that not of ourselves, 
it is the cift of God—but as means to an end; means of grace for the 
promotion of holiness, righteousness and charity—which, if duly used, 
God through Christ, 1 believe, will favor with his blessing.” 

When Bishop Griswold entered on the charge of the Eastern Diocese, 
it had Clergymen 15, it now has 110. Churches 24, now at least 100. 

The Queen of England and her husband monthly partake of the 
“ Holy Communion,” and on the day before dine alone, and retire at a 
very early hour in the evening to the chamber. That evening the at- 
tenance of the military and private bands of music is countermanded., | 

in Jerusalem, there is now a Bishop, Priest and Deacon of the 
“Church of England—all Hebrews. Nine were lately confirmed there, 

in England, there are eleven millions Churchmen, two, at most three 
millions dissenters. Clergy 15,000—Romish Priests 624. 

‘The very able writer in the “ Churchman,” whose Greek signature 
means “South West wind,” has again come forward, one impor- 
tant topic is the real state of Popery in our country, and the pro- 
pc” policy of those who are opposed to it. His writings deserve to be 
st::died, and his counsels followed. 

In alate number the Presbyterian writes: “ We still adhere to the 
o!d fashioned Calvinism of St. Paul.” The Chronicle replies: “The 
Calvinism of St. Paul isa thing we have heard of but never seen ;” St, 
P al says “ Christ died for all ;” Calvinism says “he died only for the 
elect, or only for a part.” As we understand language, these are flat 
cantradictiqns:::. : 3 rt - 
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Bishop Hopkins’ second letter to Bishop Kenrick is learned, argu- 
mentative, anc powerfully touches some of the most important points of 
the controversy between Catholicism and Romanism. 


Bishop Doane’s Sermon on Quinquagesima Sunday, is entitled “ The | 
Church on her knees,” and while it urges Missionary contributions, 
dwells on the necessity of ‘ Unity” in the Church, as the step necessary 
to its extension more and morte. 


Bishop Brownell has somewhere this just remark :— The points of 
doctrine, concerning which most of the Christian denominations dissent 
from us, are regarded by them as matters of minor importance. But the 
great question of the source and derivation of ministerial authority, con- 
cerning which we differ from them, is esteemed by us a fundemental 
principle of the Gospel, in relation to which we can make no compro- 


mise, without a violation of conscience.” , 
on 
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TO A CORRESPONDENT. 
The article which reviews unfavorably “ Richard Weaver,”’ is respectfully leclined for the 
present, because the Gospel Messenger desires to be didactic, not polemic, « d to avoid any 
the least, even seeming interference in the controversies of all other Dioceses. 
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH. 
1, 17. 4th Sunday in Lenf. 
. 9, ¢ Ember-iaye 24. 5th Sunday in Lent. 
; : 2d Sunday in Lent. 25. Annunciation of the B. V. Mary. | 
; 10. 3d Sunday am Lent. 31. Palm Sunday. 


| . 


: ERRATA. 
$ Page 329, and on the Cover—“ Contents,’’ for report *to “‘ the Charleston Domestic,” &c., 
read fo the Bishop; page 346, line 28 from top, after dangerously ill, add in Charleston. 
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JPAL DIOCESAN SCHOOL. 


usual branches of a thorough English and Classical Edu. 
n principles, wili be re-opened (Divine Providence per- 
h of January next. 

1 S38 to $20 per quarter. For other information, apply to 
id surcet, or to any of the undersigned, Committee of the 





Cc. E. GADSDEN, D. D., Chairman. 

INCKEL, Dr. J. M. CAMPBELL, 
; C. G. MEMMINGER, 

JAMES H. LADSON, 

R, EDWARD M‘CRADY: 





